
November 13, 2025

The Honorable Marco A. Rubio
Secretary of State
Department of State
2201 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write to encourage your continued efforts to free political prisoners wrongfully held in 
Belarus. We were very encouraged by the June 21, 2025 release of 14 hostages, wrongful 
detainees, and political prisoners who had been unjustly held in Belarus, followed by the 
September 11 release of an additional 52 political prisoners and foreign nationals, and the release
of 25 prisoners on September 16. We commend the Administration for its efforts on this issue, 
including the work of Lieutenant General Keith Kellogg, Deputy Special Envoy John Coale, and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Christopher Smith. We also welcome the release of several U.S. 
nationals through these efforts, specifically Youras Ziankovich, Anastastia Nuhfer, and a 
publicly unnamed individual.  

Negotiations with the Lukashenka regime inevitably contribute to its pursuit of legitimacy in the 
eyes of the international community. As the Administration continues its engagement with this 
illegitimate regime, we urge caution to ensure that any progress on the release of political 
prisoners is not undermined by the government’s continued pattern of arbitrary detention. The 
regime’s practice of releasing certain prisoners while detaining new opposition figures, 
journalists, and human rights defenders must not be allowed to persist unchecked. We therefore 
encourage the Department to incorporate clear mechanisms to verify that releases are genuine 
and lasting, and to consider provisions for the immediate reinstatement of sanctions should new 
politically motivated arrests occur. 

At the same time, Belarus continues to facilitate Russia’s unlawful war of aggression against 
Ukraine, including by enabling drone strikes launched from its territory, and by supporting 
hybrid warfare tactics such as the orchestration of irregular migration into the European Union. 
These actions not only perpetuate repression at home but also directly undermines U.S. interests 
and broader transatlantic security in the region. While we recognize the Administration’s 
significant achievements to date, these actions demonstrate the need for sustained vigilance and 
conditionality in any further engagement with the Lukashenka regime. We encourage the 
Administration to coordinate with Belarusian democratic leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya and 
the Belarusian democratic movement, including in the context of the United States and 
Belarusian Strategic Dialogue.



We know there is much more that must be done to secure the freedom of the remaining political 
prisoners in Belarus. To that end, we urge the State Department to prioritize the release of the 
following individuals in any future negotiations with the Government of Belarus: 

• Maryia Kalesnikava
• Viktar and Eduard Babaryka
• Marfa Rabkova
• Ales Bialiatski
• Valiantsin Stefanovich
• Uladzimir Labkovich
• Nasta (Anastasia) Loika
• Dzyanis Ivashyn
• Maksim Znak
• Kaciaryna Andrejeva

Maryia Kalesnikava is a leading democracy activist and one of the most prominent leaders of the
2020 peaceful protests in Belarus. She was wrongfully arrested after advocating for democracy 
reforms. Maryia’s health has deteriorated significantly since being imprisoned in inhumane 
conditions, and she, like many others, has not received proper medical attention. Maryia has been
held incommunicado since February 2023, with no contact with the outside world for over two 
years except for a brief meeting with her father in November 2024. We continue to seek her 
immediate release and that of her legal counsel, Maksim Znak.  

Viktar Babaryka was a presidential candidate in 2020, enjoying considerably greater popular 
support than the incumbent Alexander Lukashenka, when he was arrested on trumped-up 
charges, along with his son and political aide, Eduard. Ales Bialiatski is a Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate and the Chairperson of Human Rights Centre Viasna, Belarus’ prominent human rights 
organization. Marfa Rabkova, Valiantsin Stefanovich, and Uladzimir Labkovich are all close 
associates of Mr. Bialiatski, also working with Viasna. Valiantsin Stefanovich is Viasna’s Board 
Chair and vice president of the International Federation for Human Rights. Nasta Loika is 
another prominent and courageous human rights defender. Dzyanis Ivashyn and Kaciaryna 
Andrejeva are prominent journalists imprisoned for writing articles critical of the government.

Any released political prisoners should have all pending charges against them dropped. They 
should not be forced into exile, which is a violation of international law.

We also urge the State Department to prioritize the release of those individuals in need of urgent 
medical care on what is known as the “humanitarian list,” which was prepared by Belarusian 
human rights organizations.  

We look forward to coordinating with the State Department in seeking the release of these 
individuals.  



Sincerely,

Peter Welch
United States Senator

John Curtis
United States Senator

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress
Chairman
U.S. Helsinki Commission


