
 
 

 
 

September 30, 2025 
 
The Honorable Brooke Rollins 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave SW 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Rollins: 
 
On September 30, 2025, the Vermont State Executive Director of the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) requested a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretarial Disaster Designation for 
the entire State of Vermont due to the mounting impacts of the pervasive and severe drought that 
has struck our state for the past few weeks. While we appreciate the USDA’s recent Secretarial 
Disaster Designation for two counties, farmers in all counties are affected, and we urge you to 
review FSA’s Loss Assessment Reports expeditiously to help our farmers in every county access 
much needed disaster assistance.  
 
As the growing season in Vermont ends, farmers across the state are facing the impact of the 
driest August on record. The most recent National Integrated Drought Information System map 
declared nearly 24 percent of Vermont meets the D3 (Extreme Drought) intensity value, and 
nearly 70 percent of the state is experiencing D2 (Severe Drought) intensity value. 
 
Vermont’s dairy farmers rely on high-quality, home-grown corn and hay silage to feed their cows 
and maintain production through the long winter. This year’s drought has dramatically reduced 
both the yield and quality of silage crops. Farmers typically harvest three to four high-quality 
cuts of hay each summer, but this year, many saw only one high-quality cut, with the second of 
low quality and the third cut non-existent. Hard-hit areas could see corn yield reductions of more 
than 40 percent. These losses will have lasting effects for dairy farmers: their grain bills will go 
up this winter while their milk production will be down long after this drought ends. 
 
Fruit, vegetable, grape, and grain growers are equally distressed.  As visitors from across the 
globe flock to Vermont during foliage season, orchards across the state are producing the lowest 
fruit yields in memory.  Some farmers have had to haul water onto their farms for more than 12 
weeks. 
 
The current drought will continue to have a widespread impact on Vermont farmers and our rural 
economy. We believe it merits a Secretarial Disaster Declaration for every county in Vermont as 
requested by Vermont’s FSA State Executive Director.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We look forward to working with you to help 
our farmers succeed. 
 
Sincerely,  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
BERNARD SANDERS  PETER WELCH  BECCA BALINT  
  
United States Senator   United States Senator  United States Representative   
 


